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Agenda

Key Messages

» Attendance/Punctuality

» Assessments

» Supporting your child at home
» Subject specific advice

» Year 9 Options — Mrs Kelly

» Dates for your diary



Attendance at St Damian’s

Good Attendance is 97% +
100% Attendance = NEVER ABSENT

95% Attendance = 10 days absence

90% Attendance = 19 days absence

High Achievers show high levels of resilience



Attendance is the clearest
indicator of outcomes

2023-24
*¢* Progress 8 score was

¢ Progress 8 score for pupils with greater than 95%
attendance was

*¢* Progress 8 score for pupils with less than 90%
attendance was

High Achievers show high levels of resilience




Attendance is the clearest

indicator of outcomes

2023-24

¢ Grade 4+ in English & Maths for all pupils was
80.5% (National Average 65%)

** Grade 4+ in English & Maths for pupils with an
attendance greater than 95% was 91%

** Grade 4+ in English & Maths for pupils with an
attendance less than 90% was 51%

High Achievers show high levels of resilience




Assessments for Year 9

Subjects regularly assess throughout the year. In addition to the
ongoing assessment, there are two formal assessment points in
Year 9. Each of these assessment points will be reported home.

Examination Week Start 13t January

These examinations are based in the main hall and invigilated. An exam
timetable will be given.

Classroom based Summative Assessments Start 9t" June

These assessments based within the classroom and supervised by the
class teacher.




What will my child be assessed on?

The most recent topics they are learning in lessons.
However, up to 25% of the assessment will be topics
that they have learnt previously (including year 7).
This is to help prepare the pupils for the linear
assessments that take place in Year 11.




What happens following an
assessment?

We report the assessment scores (and class averages)
back to you. Intervention may be provided by subject
teachers / HoY. On occasion a pupil may move up or
down sets.

One bad test score will not result in a pupil being
moved down - we can all have a bad day.




Where to find the
Curriculum Snapshots

www.stdamians.co.uk > Curriculum > Curriculum Snapshots

@ General Information Parental Information Catholic Life Personal Development Safeguarding Students CUn'iculum)

[

Subjects o

Cultural Capital

St Damian's R.C Science C

Curriculum Snapshots

Literacy
Progress 8 Information

Pupil Premium

Welcome SEND Provision

Year 9 Options
As the Headteacher of St Damian’s | warmly welcome you to the St Damian’'s website
very useful and full of important information. It is both an honour and a privilege to be
proud Catholic school. | am truly blessed to have an amazing staff who work tirelessly for your children so that
they are given every opportunity to fulfil their true potential. This is at the heart of our Mission. Our staff are
supported by very able governors, led by Mrs L Dean, who has a long association with the school. The governors,
like my great staff, work tirelessly behind the scenes to make St Damian’s the special place that it is.

Extra Curricular

There is a simple reason why | call St Damian’s ‘special’. That is down to the seamless relationships between the
pupils and the staff. We pride ourselves on excellent relationships, where we work together to form a loving and
caring Community, based on clear boundaries, accepted values and high expectations. Our parents
overwhelmingly support the school and indeed we are very heavily over-subscribed, reflecting the confidence of
the parents and the wider community.




This is what your child will be
learning this half term.

The Snapshots are saved on the

website and will also pop up
when you click onto the
curriculum section of the
website. More detail is available
through our Curriculum
Overviews.

Technology-

Design and

Technoleg

Tnchnologv- Principles of nutritien Diet related diseases Food safety
Cooking and

Nutrition




Knowledge & Understanding Literacy Assessment Homework
Composites Components Formal Skills I“depe':de“‘
Retrieval Literacy Skill What is being S
f KEY concepts if an s d?
| ,_,L._._”Llu.,c.iis undgitcmdmg 0 p i y ) and KEY vocab assessed?
HT1 Food insecurity e Understand the importance of food Map skills YR7 | Imported End of topic low Half termly topic
e Explain reasons why some countries around the Extreme Food miles stakes quiz to be homework sheet
world have a lack of food weather YR8 Malnutrition completed at the end | with the following
e Indicate how development affects access to food Ecosystems Poverty of the topic. Sasks:
YR7 Irrigation 1. Spelling
| . ExPlom theﬁlmpoct of a lack Q,f f9°¢,9?9b,°‘,‘y,-, et China YR8 Fertiliser and
Ove_rcomm_g food |« Explain how the green and gene revolution has Sustainability | Pesticide definition
insecurity helped to reduce food insecurity YR8 Famine revision for
e Issues with food wastage Food and in class
e Strategies to reduce food waste nutrition YR8 test,
Sclence 2. Writea
Food tech letter to
YR7and YR8
your MP,
3. Read the
news
article and
answer
questions.
Key Questions: “Why is food an essential resource?” “Is it possible to overcome food insecurity globally?”

HT2

Tectonic hazards

Map skills to describe the distribution of
tectonic hazards

The structure of the earth

Describe the movement at plate margins
Explain convection currents in the mantle
Explain the effects of tectonic hazards
Reducing the effects of tectonic hazards

Map skills YR7
Mountain
formation YR7
Extreme
weather YR8

Constructive
Destructive
Collision
Conservative
Subduction
Magma
Mantle

Core

Crust
Hazard

End of topic low
stakes quiz to be
completed at the end
of the topic.

Half termly topic
homework sheet
with the following
tasks:

1. Spelling
and
definition
revision for
in class
test.

2. Research a
tectonic




St Damian’s RC Science College

in all things faithful

Information for Parents/Carers
Year 8 Autumn Term — Standards Checkpoint

This is a quick snapshot of how your | Chosen Name Surmame SHIL
child has started tEe year at St Damian’s
in terms of trying their best with
classwork and homework and their
behavior in lessons.

 Are the gradings mainly ‘Always’ or
‘Often’? Please praise your child if
they are - it means they are meeting
our standards.

 Areany subjects graded as
‘Sometimes’ or ‘Rarely’’? If there are,
please discuss this with your child.
What are the reasons for this? What
can your child do to improve? How
can you support them?




Authorised Absence [half days]

Tries their
Tries their best on
best in homework/
lessons independent
(]

Behaves well
in class

» 2 Progress checks

to the

» 1 standards checkpoint | o | o S

ving questions.

Science

Art & Design

Computing 67% 64% Sometimes

e to combine different programming constructs to write a
rogram.

Work on confidence. Thi
Drama f 0 _:: i :
Geography : 3 y Sometimes > Inde dently cure previous learning and







Homework and Revision

Why?

» Commitment to learning

» Develop independent skills

» Practice and embed learning

» Independent study is linked to higher attainment

What if your child says they have not been set any?
» Read a book

» Go over notes from lessons that day/week

» Make sure any incomplete work is finished

» Subject specific advice — shared shortly




n should you revise?

Look at the graph below:

1 week time

It shows how much your brain can recall later.

It rises for about 10 minutes ...and then falls.



However,

If you quickly re-revise after 10 minutes,

then it falls more slowly! This is good.

Analyse the new graph:




Even better,

If you quickly re-revise again,
after 1 day, this will be form time.
Then it falls even more slowly! Good !
Analyse the new graph:




And even better still,

if you quickly re-revise again, after 1 week,

then it falls even more slowly! Great!
Analyse the new graph:

review
after 1 week




The Forgetting Curve

What is the normal forgetting curve?

The forgetting curve: Ebbinghaus discovered that forgetting occurs at a rapid rate soon
after learning, with the majority of forgetting occurring within the first few days.
However, after this initial drop in the recall, forgetting continues at a slower rate over time.

30 Mar 2023

O TalentCards

hitps:/fwww talentcards.com » blog » ebbinghaus-forget. .

What is the Ebbinghaus forgetting curve? A Complete Guide




Good homework routines at home

v' Get your child to plan their evening

v'  Try to do homework on the night they get it whilst the instructions are fresh in their mind & to
avoid building up a back log

v' It allows them to ask the teacher for help if they do not understand it & to meet the deadline

A few advisable ‘ground rules’

No need for social media during homework time, leave the phone / laptop / iPad
downstairs - It is too much of a distraction

{f Internet access is required for homework, work downstairs during homework
Ime

If homework is finished, take an interest and ask them to show you what they
have done

Opportunity for positive feedback and dialogue with your child.



Subject specific advice






1. Go to the ‘Students’ tab on our school
website

2. Select ‘library’ from the drop-down menu

3. That brings you to this icon

Click and then use your
usual username and password

Safeguarair.g
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Sora will open up and give you some book recommendations, or some relevant
books to any national events, or you can just search the library with the search
button at the top



>
* SORA —The Digital Library

» There are 6000 books available on SORA

» You can borrow them for free — works in the same way as
the library

Reading improves your background knowledge

t exposes you to new vocabulary

t increases your reading age

t helps to build your imagination

t's the single most important thing that you can do to
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Sparx Maths

y



All learners
complete 100%

of Homework




Individually targeted questions specific

to your child’s needs and ability
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“Time spent actively working in Sparx is positively and significantly associated with even
higher outcomes in maths.”



Live demonstration...






Science

» Students will receive a revision booklet prior to their CSA’s.

» The revision booklet will contain activities and information
which will support your child for their CSA.

» The content in Science is challenging and vast so we ask
students to complete independent study every week, which
can be reviewing notes or extra reading from a revision guide

cGp

Key Stage Three F—

= " . . Year 9 CSA Assessment Revision Booklet 2024 RECAPPING OF PRICR TOPICS: Physics: Forces and motion
peamciton B9 Question Practice

.
Higher Level . . os - P e ‘

Where do T start? ion guide pages: Higher 77-82, Foundation 76-79
Complete the revision timetable an the last page. CGP workbook pages: Higher 159.169, Foundation 144-151

Moving things

hat might affect the distribution of dai

sible and clear in the back of your beok 5o you can review and

docay : . 3 antent revision bosklet to lessons

The relative speed

dacomposer " . Command words

The Study Guide i ; , S — : T :

Includes Free Online Edition




Spanish




Year 9 MFL

» Access Languagenut regularly each week to complete both class teacher
set tasks and independent study. (Pupil logins are stuck in their planners)

» Learn your Vocabulary! The more vocab you know the better your chances
of success in all four skills. Use your guided vocabulary revision booklets to
support you in lessons and prepare for vocabulary tests.

» Revision guides are available via the school website.

Year 9 Spanish
Guided vocabulary
revision







Year 9 History

In this course we study

What caused World War 2- additional learning at
hon;le could be World War Two in colour on
Netflix

The key events of World War Two- BBC additional
learning- any amount of film on Dunkirk/ The
Battle of Britain and D Day

Churchill- additional background is a wealth of
material on BBC bitesize revision

Post War Britain- to develop learning try Youtube e A SNy
“Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain =’ §:4 CUBBPRG,







How can | be successful in
Geography?

Use the revision checklists and knowledge
organisers provided by your class teacher to
revise each topic. These are available on
Microsoft Teams.

Knowledge organisers and revision checklists will
be provided to pupils each half term in
preparation for end of topic assessments.

Ensure that the tasks on the yellow homework
sheet are completed to the best of your ability
and handed in on time.

Revise using useful strategies such a flashcards
and mind maps.

Use videos available on YouTube e.g. Mrs
Geography to support revision.
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Year 9 — Religious Education

Core Subject — EVERY student takes it as a FULL GCSE

Support from parents is important — This an EXTRA
GCSE that other schools don’t have.

Support with homework could be...
Discussing the moral dilemmas with your child

Giving alternative opinions — this can help with
evaluation

Reading and discussing the news with your child and
seeing both sides

Upgrade your teenage arguments! - Helping them to
support their opinions “what evidence do you have for
your view point”

Day trip to the Jewish Museum in Cheetham Hill
LOOKING AHEAD...

At GCSE there are 3 Papers — Component 1 - 1.5 hrs,
Component 2 — 1.5hrs and Judaism — 1hr.

EXAM BOARD IS EDUQAS — ROUTE B — with JUDAISM

it o 7 . ¥
LR AR RN i
Bowy e I g
PR C I ! -

N
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MANCHESTER JEWISH MUSEUM B A




Mrs S Kelly

Assistant Headteacher - Line Manager for Year 9



Options 2025
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February/March

Event

Options Launch Assembly
Geography/Histor
Hospitality and Catering/Food/Construction/
Computer Science

TASTER LESSONS

Music/Drama/Art

Sport/ GCSE Physical Education/Child Development

Options Deadline




Options Evening (date TBC- Likely end of March)

Parents and pupils are invited into school. There will be:
 a short presentation

* a personalised recommendation for each pupil

* an information booklet and subject specific information

* a marketplace — this will provide an opportunity to look at pupils” work
and speak to pupils and Subject Leaders

e an opportunity for some people to meet privately with:
* Careers Advisors
« SENDCO
* HoY
e Curriculum lead (me)



Recommendations

We carefully look at each pupil individually and recommended subjects that
we believe are the most suited to them. This takes a long time and includes:

* Internal assessment data

* KS2 Scores

e Teacher assessments

* SENDCO input

* HoY input

* Maths/English Subject Leaders
* Form tutors

e Class teachers



Upcoming dates

Key Dates

» Standards checkpoints — 14th October.

» Year 9 Exam Week — beginning 13th January
» Progress Check will follow - likely towards the end of January.
» Year 9 Parents Evening - 26th February.

» Options Evening (date TBC- Likely end of March)
» Year 9 Assessments week beginning 9th June.

» Final report to follow.




- In all things Faithful
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Any gquestions?
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